
  The year 2020 will undoubtedly 
go down as one of the most challenging 
in history. We are grateful that al-
though it brought set-
backs and difficulties 
for Mount Carmel 
School, it also was a 
year of progress. Much 
of this progress is ongo-
ing, and we will not see 
all the benefits for 
months to come. Please, 
take a moment and re-
flect with me as we look 
back on some of the pos-
itive notes of 2020.   
  First, we have seen many new families 
join MCS, and we have several others 
who are praying and working toward 
joining in the months to come. We have 
already highlighted the Hoff and 

Rauschenberger families in our last let-
ter. Let me share another family who is 
feeling God's prompting to relocate from 
Colorado to Mount Carmel. The Lorenz 

family has sold businesses and is selling 
their home in Colorado to serve at 
Mount Carmel. Keep this in your pray-

ers. Kevin Lo-
renz has 
worked for wa-
ter companies 
and gas com-
panies and 
has worked 
the last 15 
years in his 
construction, 
remodeling, 
and home flip-
ping business. 

He will be heading up our Maintenance 
Dept. There is plenty to keep Kevin 
busy once he gets in place. His wife 
Cara has served as a cook for Camp 
Meetings around the US and has been a 
cook in institutions and restaurants and 
will be serving as our head cook and su-
pervising the whole dining and kitchen 
areas. They will be a tremendous bless-
ing to Mount Carmel, so please pray 
with us that they quickly sell their 
home, get moved to Kentucky, and can 
get settled in at Mount Carmel. We are 
talking to another family who lives in 
Florida and is praying about coming to 
serve at Mount Carmel. The wife Rebec-
ca has her BA in education, and her 
husband would help Kevin Lorenz with 
the workload around campus. Rebecca is 
planning to begin teaching this coming  
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school year and they have already sold 
their home in Florida and are preparing 
to move to Kentucky this summer.   
 A second great blessing to us here on 
the mountain has also come about with 
the partnership that God orchestrated 
for us with Thirst Mission. It's no secret 
that one area chal-
lenging these past 
years is our need 
to have the neces-
sary volunteers 
and workers to ac-
complish the many projects on campus. 
The other projects yet to be started are 
crucial to keeping our beautiful campus 
up and functioning. Having new faculty 
and staff will help with this, but we also 
need a good flow of volunteer work 
teams to help us get projects completed 
then the many others we will need in 
the future.   
 One of our staff Mark Hafner was sit-
ting in a restaurant meeting with an in-
dividual and visiting someone from an-
other table. One thing led to another, 
and Mark Hafner and Brian Rauschen-
berger were soon on a Zoom conference 
with Thirst Mission's leaders. They are 
a mission called to support ministries 
with work teams to help with cleaning, 
painting, construction, and evangelism. 
When we asked how many groups they 
do in a year, they shared, “we supply 
volunteer groups for Porto Rico, Belize, 
Alaska, and Appalachia.” They shared 
that when the Covid virus forced them 
to postpone scheduled trips in June of 
2020, they canceled 121 volunteer 
teams. After discussion and planning, 
they have already scheduled two teams 
for us, one for March and another for 

July. We also are talking with a church 
in Michigan about coming with a team 
and have had one group of men come 
with a group two different times and 
have about finished siding one of our 
homes here on the campus. Thank you, 
David Speas and Kevin Munson, for 

your excellent work on this 
project. 
 Thirst Mission believes that if 
we can get this Covid pandem-
ic behind us, they could get as 
many as 20 teams a year to 

help us with the many projects we des-
perately need to get done. We are prais-
ing God for answered prayer.   
    

Desperate Times - Desperate Needs 
2020 was a year with much to be grate-
ful for, yet it has been a year of difficul-
ty and trial. We had a significant de-
crease in our high school enrollment due 
to Covid 19 and our students not being 
able to travel to the campus to begin the 
school year. Although many are ready to 
start in the fall of 2021 and others are 
contemplating coming this next year, we 
are in a financial struggle.     
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Our general budget needs a lift to get us running in the black and operating with 
a reserve. We need $80,000.00 within the next two months to pay our outstanding 
debts and give us a small amount to carry us through the rest of the year.   
 Another desperate need comes to us because of an answer to prayer and a bless-
ing. With the influx of new full-time, by-faith workers feeling God's calling them 
to Mount Carmel School to serve, we need to make available adequate housing. 
Many of the buildings on campus need to be torn 
down and rebuilt or refurbished, which requires 
the necessary funds to see this completed from be-
ginning to end. We need to remodel one of the 
apartments above the Annex for the Lorenz family 
within the next couple of months. The cost for this 
is $30,000.00 to complete.  We also need 
$30,000.00 to renovate housing for another new 
teacher committed to coming and beginning clas-
ses next fall, which has a family.  

 
David, the shepherd boy, said when he pleaded 
with his brothers and other Israelites as Goliath 
was taunting them, “Is there not a cause?”   
I was blessed this last year reading two of the 
books written by Dr. Lela McConnell, the founder 
of Mount Carmel School, and talking to some for-
mer students who saw God provide over and over. 
One of these my wife and I just visited with in 
Michigan graduated from Mt. Carmel in 1942. Henry C. Fitzpatrick shared with 
us how he saw God miraculously provide and answer prayer for the school while 

he was here as a student. He also 
shared some not-so-exciting times, like 
returning from vacation after July 4th 
to find the college gone, totally swept 
away by the river.   
  Someday we too can look back and 
remember the 2020 pandemic and how 
hard it impacted Mt. Carmel, and just 
like those from the past, we too will 
not forget how God answered the 

prayers of many like our dear Sister Patsy Woodring, praying for new workers. 
Well, new workers are coming, teams of volunteers are on the way, now projects 
can get finished, and buildings get refurbished. Do we stop now?   
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE SPECIAL NEEDS 
$80,000   General Budget + $60,000  New Staff Housing 

GOD IS ANSWERING PRAYER; we must keep moving forward.   
Is there NOT A CAUSE? To fight for, which calls for sacrifice? Yes, there is! The 
cause has been here since 1925 and is still here today—the same God is still on 
the throne and answering prayers today who answered Sis. Lela McConnell's 
prayers those many years ago! 
We need $140,000 over the next few months to get us in the black, operating 
with a reserve, and supplying the much-needed new worker housing.   
Can we count on you to help us stay on course and get these bills behind us, and 
place our new faculty and staff in comfortable housing?   
Please do not delay as time is so crucial. Any gift of any amount is needed.   
May God lead you and guide you. Please pray that God continues to bless Mount 
Carmel as He always has, through His people and those blessed by this special 
place.                                
     Brian K. Rauschenberger,  Assistant Director  

Make Checks  
Payable & Send to:  

 

Mount Carmel School 
75 Mill Creek Lawson Rd  

Jackson, KY 41339  

• Have you planned what will happen to your as-
sets after you are gone? Why not consider making 
Mount Carmel School part of your planned giving 
and help us teach, train and disciple young people 
for the Kingdom.   

• Perhaps you would like to give to the                
Appalachian Education Endowment, which 
will allow your gift to work indefinitely by supply-
ing needy Kentucky students with tuition and 
teachers with salaries year after year.    

Please Apply My Contribution to the Following Needs: 

General Budget :  $ ___________________________________________ 
 

 

New Staff Housing: $  _________________________________________ 

 

Appalachian Educa on Endowment: $ ________________________ 

 

My Total Gi  Enclosed is  -  $ _____________________________ 


